The Rite of Baptism
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What is the Rite of Baptism?

“The Rite of Baptism” are the prescribed words and actions that define how we celebrate
the Sacrament of Baptism in the Catholic Church. This Rite is universal, which means that
every Catholic Parish in the world uses this same Rite when a person is baptised—it reminds
us we all belong to a family of faith in the Church.

You'll see it’s mostly the priest speaking, yet the parents and godparents have important
responses to make on behalf of their child. They listen to what God is offering through His
Church to their child in Baptism. They respond actively and willingly on their child’s behalf,
making promises and commitments for them, that one day they will reaffirm and have
strengthened (through the Sacrament of Confirmation).

As you read through these beautiful prayers and blessings, remember that this is what you
received when you were baptised—even if you remember nothing about your baptism
because you were so young! The gift of faith your child is about to receive, was given to you,
and the dignity and the beautiful language that describes it in these prayers, is still as real
today as it was all those years ago when you were baptised. God the Father never fails us in
His promises.



Part 1: Reception of the child
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The Priest begins by welcoming everyone, and asking the parents what name they’ve given

their child and what they ask of God's Church for them:

The Priest

Parents’ respond

“What name do you give your child?”

State the child’s
Christian (and middle)
name.

“What do you ask of God's Church for [child’s name]?”

“Baptism.”

“You have asked to have your child baptised.
In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training
him/her in the practice of the Faith.

It will be your duty to bring him/her up to keep God's
commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our

neighbour.

Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking?”

“We do.”

Then the Priest will address the godparents:

The Priest

Godparents respond

Are you ready to help the parents of this child in their duty as
Christian parents?

“We are.”
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The priest traces the Sign of the Cross on
your child’s forehead, and invites parents
and godparents to do the same and says:

The Priest

“‘I claim you for Christ our Saviour by the Sign of the Cross’, meaning that your child has

been accepted by Christ, claimed by Him, and is marked with the sign of His love - the
Cross.”




Part 2: The Celebration of God’s Word
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A Gospel passage is read. Then the

Priest gives a short homily. -1

Intercessions (The Bidding Prayers)

The Priest will introduce the bidding prayers:

The Priest

“My dear brothers and sisters, let us ask our Lord Jesus Christ to look lovingly on this child
who is to be baptised, on his/her parents and godparents, and on all the baptised.”

The Priest

All respond

“By the mystery of your death and resurrection, bathe this
child in light; give him/her the new life of baptism and
welcome him/her into your holy Church.

Lord, hear us.”

“Lord, graciously hear us.”

“Through baptism and confirmation, make him/her your
faithful follower and a witness to your gospel.

Lord, hear us.”

“Lord, graciously hear us.”

“Lead him/her by a holy life to the joys of God's kingdom.

Lord, hear us.”

“Lord, graciously hear us.”

“Make the lives of his/her parents and godparents
examples of faith to inspire this child.

“Lord, graciously hear us.”
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Lord, hear us.”
“Keep his/her family always in your love. “Lord, graciously hear us.”
Lord, hear us.”
“Renew the grace of our baptism in each one of us. “Lord, graciously hear us.”
Lord, hear us.”

Invocation of the Saints

The celebration of Baptism also includes the Church in Heaven, the Saints. Through Baptism
and a holy life, we hope to reach Heaven, so we ask the prayers and help of the Saints for
your child about to be baptised, and for all of us.

The Priest All respond

“Holy Mary, Mother of God” “Pray for us.”
“Saint John the Baptist” “Pray for us.”
“Saint Joseph” “Pray for us.”
“Saint Peter and Saint Paul” “Pray for us.”
(Your child’s name, if it is a Saint’s name) “Pray for us.”
“All holy men and women” “Pray for us.”
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Part 3: Prayer of Exorcism and Anointing Before Baptism

By this prayer of minor exorcism, the stain of Original Sin is removed from your child, and

he/she becomes a dwelling prepared for God to come to them in Baptism, and remain with

them for ever.

The Priest

All respond

“Almighty and ever-living God, you sent your only Son into
the world to cast out the power of Satan, spirit of evil, to
rescue man from the kingdom of darkness, and bring him
into the splendour of your kingdom of light. We pray for this
child: set him/her free from original sin, make him/her a
temple of your glory, and send your Holy Spirit to dwell with
him/her. We ask this through Christ our Lord.”

“Amen.”

“We anoint you with the oil of salvation in the name of Christ our
Saviour; may he strengthen you with his power, who lives and
reigns for ever and ever.”

“Amen.”

The Priest anoints the child on the

breast with the Holy Oil of
Catechumens. I
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Part 4: Celebration of the Sacrament

The Priest will now bless the water in the baptismal font, recalling how God has used water
to give us life and cleanse the world from sin.

The Priest

“My dear brothers and sisters, we now ask God to give this child new life in abundance
through water and the Holy Spirit.”

Blessing and Invocation of God over Baptismal Water

The Priest All respond

“Praise to you, almighty God and Father, for you have “Blessed be to God.”
created water to cleanse and to give life.”

“Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, the Father's only Son, for “Blessed be to God.”
you offered yourself on the cross, that in the blood and
water flowing from your side, and through your death and
resurrection, the Church might be born.”

“Praise to you, God the Holy Spirit, for you anointed Christ | “Blessed be to God.”
at his baptism in the waters of Jordan, so that we might all
be baptised into you.”

“Come to us, Lord, Father of all, and make holy this water “Hear us, Lord.”
which you have created, so that all who are baptised in it
may be washed clean of sin and be born again to live as
your children.”

“Make this water holy, Lord, so that all who are baptised “Hear us, Lord.”
into Christ's death and resurrection by this water may
become more perfectly like your Son.”




The Priest touches the water with his
right hand.

The Priest

All respond

“Lord, make holy this water which you have created, so
that all those whom you have chosen may be born again
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and may take their place
among your holy people.”

“Hear us, Lord.”

If the baptismal water has already been blessed

The Priest

All respond

“You have called your child, [child’s name], to this
cleansing water that he/she may share in the faith of your
Church and have eternal life. By the mystery of this
consecrated water lead him/her to a new and spiritual
birth. We ask this through Christ our Lord.”

“Amen.”
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Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith
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The parents and godparents are asked to renew their own baptismal promises on behalf of

their child:

The Priest

sin, to grow always stronger in his/her heart.”

“Dear parents and godparents, you have come here to present this child for baptism. By
water and the Holy Spirit he/she is to receive the gift of new life from God, who is love.

On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring him/her up in the practice of
the faith. See that the divine life which God gives him/her is kept safe from the poison of

“If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, renew now the vows of your
own baptism. Reject sin; profess your faith in Christ Jesus. This is the faith of the Church.
This is the faith in which this child is about to be baptised.”

are proud to profess it, in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The Priest Parents and godparents respond
“Do you reject Satan?” “ldo.”
“And all his works?” “ldo.”
“And all his empty promises?” “ldo.”
“Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of | “l do.”
heaven and earth?”

“Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, | “l do.”
who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died,

and was buried,

rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right

hand of the Father?”

“Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic “ldo.”
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of

sins, the resurrection of the body and life

everlasting?”

“This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We “Amen.”

11
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The Priest invites the family to come forward and stand around the baptismal font to baptise

the child.

The Priest Parents and godparents
respond

Is it your will that [child’s name] should be baptised in the “Itis.”
faith of the Church, which we have all professed with you?

The Priest baptises the child pouring
water over their head three times, while
saying the words:

“[child’s name], | baptise you in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.”

Anointing with Sacred Chrism

Now that your child has been baptised, we anoint them with the Sacred Qil of Chrism on the
crown of their head. Chrism is the most important and sacred oil used in three of the
Sacraments of the Church. When Chrism is used its effects are permanent (you are Baptised
only once, Confirmed only once, a Priest is Ordained only once).

Sacred Chrism represents salvation, participation in the priesthood of Christ, membership in
the body of Christ and a share in eternal life.

The Priest All respond

“God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from “Amen.”
sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and
welcomed you into his holy people. He now anoints you with
the Chrism of salvation. As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet,
and King, so may you live always as a member of his body,
sharing everlasting life.”
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Clothing of the White Garment

As an outward symbol of the light and purity that now floods your child’s body and soul,
they are clothed in a white garment/shawl. This symbolises the wedding garment given to us
by God for the Marriage Feast of Heaven—our mission is to keep it as white and pure and
unstained as it is on our Baptism day.

Thankfully God has given us the Sacrament of Confession for when we have “stained” our
souls through sin, and in that moment of forgiveness all is cleansed and renewed once again.

The Priest All respond

“[child’s name], you have become a new creation, and have “Amen.”
clothed yourself in Christ. See in this white garment the outward
sign of your Christian dignity.

With your family and friends to help you by word and example,
bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.”

The Lighted Candle

A small baptismal candle is now lit from the large Paschal Candle and given to the family. The
Paschal Candle was blessed at Easter, and is a symbol of the Resurrection of Jesus from the
dead.

After the darkness of Good Friday when Jesus died on the Cross, we begin our celebration of
Easter in the dark, with only the light of the Paschal Candle piercing the darkness. This light
is then spread via small candles to all of the people gathered, and gradually the church is
ablaze with light. All of this symbolises the reality of Christ Risen from the dead slowly
spreading: the moment in which everything changed, sin and death were conquered, and
we all were given the chance to share in that new life of God.

It might be a small candle you receive, but it carries a huge amount of symbolism!
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The Priest takes the small baptismal
candle and lights it from the
Paschal/Easter Candle.
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The Priest

“Receive the light of Christ.”

“Parents and godparents, this light is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly.

This child of yours has been enlightened by Christ. He/she is to walk always as a child of
the light. May he/she keep the flame of faith alive in his/her heart. When the Lord comes,
may he/she go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.”

The Ephphatha (Prayer over Ears and Mouth)

The Priest says the Ephphatha prayer while touching the child’s ears and mouth with his

thumb:
The Priest All respond
“The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May [ “Amen.”

he soon touch your ears to receive his word, and your mouth
to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father.”
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Part 5: Conclusion of the Rite

The Lord's Prayer
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The Priest All respond

in baptism. He/she is now called the child | be thy name.
of God, for so indeed he/sheis. In
confirmation he/she will receive the
fullness of God's Spirit.

his/her Father in the midst of the Church.
In the name of this child, in the Spirit of our us from evil.
common sonship, let us pray together in
the words our Lord has given us:”

“Dearly beloved, this child has been reborn | “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our

daily bread.
In Holy Communion he/she will share the | And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
banquet of Christ's sacrifice, calling God those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver

The Blessing

The Priest gives the final blessing:

“God is the giver of all life, human and divine. May he bless the
father of this child. He and his wife will be the first teachers of
their child in the ways of faith. May they be also the best of
teachers, bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The Priest All respond
Blessing for the Child’s Mother “Amen.”
“God the Father, through his Son, the Virgin Mary's child, has

brought joy to all Christian mothers, as they see the hope of

eternal life shine on their children. May he bless the mother of

this child. She now thanks God for the gift of her child. May she

be one with him/her in thanking him forever in heaven, in Christ

Jesus our Lord.”

Blessing for the Child’s Father “Amen.”

The Priest then blesses everyone present.
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